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The greatness of the subject of the Mahabharata, like
its complexity, is also beyond dispute. The great war,
as it is usually called, ended in the total destruction of
two vast armies, such was the dogged determination
and the uncompromising hatred of the opposite parties.
The war was further a memorable event. It marked
the beginning of a decrepit age, at least so far as India
is concerned, as history has but too truly proved. Al-
though then, the subject cannot compare with the subject
of the Paradise Lost, the interest of which transcends
the limits of a nation, it may well compare with the
theme of Homer's Illiad. The Mahabharata was, and
still is, the national poem of India as the Illiad was of
Greece. It is the store-house of Indian genealogy,
mythology and antiquity,
Having thus far spoken about the subject of our epic
poem we shall now speak of the characters. One cannot
sufficiently admire the personages whose noble actions
and high ideas the Mahabharata most effectively de-
scribes. Yudhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Kama, Drau-
padi, Drona and, above all, Bhishma, to leave out of
question Shrikrishna, have been and shall be for all
time to come models of greatness and virtue, ever
inspiring the Aryan mind in India to deeds of self-
sacrifice in the performance of duty. Even Duryodhana
has a charm and splendour of his own. His unswerving
determination, his ambition which knows no medium
between death and the Imperial crown, are brought out
most vividly by the poet and teach a lesson of their
own. And here we may notice the superiority of the
poet's delineation of character over Homer or even